Upcoming Changes to Authorised Vaccinator Training and Authorisation
The training and authorisation pathway for authorised vaccinators (AV) is being streamlined and simplified to make processes consistent across the motu.
What’s changing?
· Default conditions of authorisation (for example age restrictions) will be consistent across the motu. 
· Authorisations will apply nationally - vaccinators will not need to reapply when they move between districts.
· All vaccinators requiring authorisation from Health New Zealand will apply for authorisation through a national, Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora Workforce Requests Portal (the portal). This will replace local authorisation processes.
A recorded webinar was held on 29 October for vaccinators and employers to explain the changes. Public drop-in sessions to answer questions are being held each Friday at noon for 30 minutes.
When do I use the portal?
Vaccinators working in the Te Tai Tokerau/Northern and Te Waipounamu/South Island regions will begin using the portal on 5 November 2025. Vaccinators working in the Te Manawa Taki/Midlands and Te Ikaroa/Central regions will begin using the portal on 11 February 2026.
Who will be using the portal?
New AVs will apply for authorisation as soon as they have completed foundation training. This allows them to vaccinate under supervision, without the need for a standing order or prescription to administer vaccines, while they complete a vaccinator skills log and clinical assessment. (Note: for standing order requirements for adrenaline, please refer to the Immunisation Handbook.)
Existing AVs renewing their authorisation will apply via the portal too.
BCG (tuberculosis vaccine) endorsements for AVs will also be submitted and processed in the portal and apply nationally.
Please note that these changes do not affect Vaccinating Health Workers nor those AVs and pharmacists who are transitioning to become whole-of-life AVs. These vaccinators already apply for authorisation via the portal and will continue to do so.


Where can I find out more?
More information can be found at: Authorised vaccinator – Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora
The Vaccinator Workforce Team can be contacted at: vaccinatorauthorisations@healthnz.govt.nz
